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The Master’s thesis of Ajayi Oluwakemi Deborah deals with one of the 

controversial political concepts in the system of international relations, notably the 

concept of intervention and non-intervention of a state or a group of states in the 

affairs of other states.  

The author’s research question is how the principles of intervention/non-

intervention are applied today, and she answers it by analyzing international law, 

the activity of the UN, the activity of the African Union, and the approaches of 

some states.  

This research is both theoretical and empirical. Ajayi Oluwakemi explores 

and opposes two case studies, the crises that unfolded in Sudan and Mali in the 

2000s, in order to justify and criticize the principles of intervention/non-

intervention. 

Her dissertation describes and explains how and why the powerful states and 

international organizations did not stop the crisis in Darfur when thousands of 

people were dying, and instead followed the principle of non-intervention, and 

why the French military chose to intervene and end Mali’s crisis quickly. 

The structure of her work is very logically set. The author discusses 

international law, theoretical approaches, previous literature, documents, methods, 

and concludes that the UN’s activity is inefficient. 

Being an opponent, I have some questions. 

The first question relates to the concept of the Responsibility to Protect. Is it 

used by the UN, and if so, when was the document passed in the UN? Moreover, 

what states did not support it? 

Second, which actor possessed the more efficient policy to stop the war in 

Darfur, the UN or the AU? 



Third, can we conclude that the inefficiency of some international 

organizations might provoke unilateral military operations and actions conducted 

by powerful states or sub-groups? 

Overall, I believe the author has presented a thesis of a high level of study 

and research, and I suggest that the Master’s thesis submitted by Ajayi Oluwakemi 

Deborah be evaluated as “excellent” (5). 
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